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MONOGRAPH 1 - 1 

RITUAL – WHAT AND WHY  

 

RITUAL IN GENERAL  

A wedding, A handshake, a kiss. A coronation. A parade. 
A dance. A meal. A graduation. A mass. A ritual is the 
performance of an intuition, the rehearsal of a dream, the 
playing of a game. 

Those who have given little consideration to ritualism 
may think of it as dreary formula perpetuated by 
unthinking individuals merely for the sake of moribund 
tradition. But this is no explanation for rituals which have 
endured for centuries, not in the musty archives of 
libraries, but in the recurrent rendition by men of culture 
and achievement. Ritual, if indifferently practiced, can 
indeed become “rigmarole”, but something far deeper 
than putative performance makes ritual vital and 
enduring.  
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The appeal of ritual is in its universality. It penetrates the 
mind and heart of the young initiate of today, despite the 
sophistication of the computer age, much as it insinuated 
itself into the consciousness of the neophyte of the 
Eleusinian Mysteries in 600 B.C. It deals with the 
fundamentals of character and the problems of 
adjustment with which humans have had to contend in 
all ages of history, and with their final escape from 
perplexity through truth, justice, moderation, and 
tolerance. It is the distillation of the wisdom of the ages. 
Civilization is in constant change, but human beings 
remain basically much the same. Herein lies the charm of 
ritualism: the initiate today relates to an initiate of other 
generations because both have reacted to an identical 
personal activity. He feels vaguely akin to the glory of the 
past. Yet to him it is as fresh as the sunrise. It is the rituals 
that makes men and women fraternal brothers and sisters 
even though they have never met. It binds each initiate 
however gently, by a private but meaningful tie to all 
other members of the brotherhood. 

But the moral, scholarly, cultured man is not much in 
demand in the world today unless he has other, more 
dynamic qualifications. He must be a doer. 
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It is the function of a ritual to turn the abstract into the 
concrete practice. It is myth made cult – making the past 
a living memory. It is quite clear to us that fine and noble 
ideas and pleasures are not enough to make a complete 
man … The intent of the ritual of our Order is precisely 
the intent of rituals from the beginning of men coming 
together: to create and maintain community life, to turn 
ideal behavior into actual behaviors. 

The reaction of the individual being initiated should be 
“Oh, yes. I knew that, but isn’t it a clever way to symbolize 
the ideal”.  

A mystery is something that is not understood until 
revealed; but it should not be obscure and muddled as to 
be unintelligible. 

Why bother with the ritual robes, the subdued lightening, 
the coat and tie for the observing brothers? For centuries 
donning vestments and the lightening of candles has 
indicated that “this is a ceremony”; it is a means of 
declaring that the event has importance: the expression of 
the Ideals that constitute our bond as brothers. Like all 
good liturgy, initiation is not a “spectator sport”; the 
initiates and the initiated alike fully participate in the 
exemplification and proclamation of a shared increase in 
expectations that future behavior will be exemplarly. 



LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE OF THE E∴M∴O∴A∴P∴R∴M∴M∴ 

 
 

5 

These secrets may be lost or forgotten. Much of the 
wording of the ritual will not be remembered but the 
spirit with which it is given will live forever. Care should 
be taken to commit every word to memory. There is never 
an excuse for a chapter not knowing the text of the ritual 
but of vastly more Importance than that is to be sure that 
the ritual is so much a part of every man who is giving it 
that it is made to live. 

Teach the ritual, talk the ritual, live the ritual. The ritual 
is the one thing about which a fraternity will grow. Make 
the ritual the heart of the Fraternity and you have 
established the one rallying force which can call together 
and make successful a chapter under all conditions. 

Finances may be bad, scholarship may be slow, social life 
may be stagnant. If two or three will gather in the name 
of the ritual and spend some time becoming of one 
accord they will go forth on their campus revived as 
brothers and the fraternity will live. Finances will be 
righted, scholarship will be raised and a wholesome social 
life will become dominant. 
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Evolution of the Ancient Ritualism 

If you want to get an idea of initiation into the ancient 
orders, imagine a pyramid, pagoda, or a labyrinth 
furnished with vaulted rooms, long wings connected to 
open and spacious galleries, multitudes of secret 
dungeons, subterranean passages and vistas ending in an 
adytum or secret shrine whose walls are covered with 
mysterious symbols; in every one of which lies hidden –
until properly revealed – some philosophical or moral 
truth. 

In the Far East these places of initiation were usually 
constructed in the recesses of consecrated grove where 
both secrecy and shade were combined. They were 
designated tombs or places of burial. Sometimes they 
would be located on an island in the center of a lake. All 
of them had subterranean passages leading into great 
caverns through which streams of water ran. Water, for 
purposes of ablution and symbolic significance, plays a 
prominent role in these ancient rites throughout the 
world, as does Fire. 
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MITHRAS 

Picture to yourself a bewildered and no doubt frightened 
candidate, who has previously fasted and been purified by 
fire and water, as he beholds the rearing of catacombs 
through which he must pass and is nearly blinded by 
flashes of lightening; petals of thunder dull his ears and 
numb his senses as he descends into what appears as the 
bowels of the earth. Snarling of wild animals resound and 
he fights his way through horrible shapes – half animal, 
half human – which endeavor to block his path. Through 
seven cavers, as in the rites of Mithras and styled the 
Ladder of Perfection, he must pass during his initiation 
into the Persian Fraternity. These caverns are connected 
by winding passages: very narrow portals lead from one to 
the other. In them he is exposed, from his first entrance 
made beneath a drawn sword from which he receives a 
wound, to the fury of wild beasts and the rage of 
elements: fire and water. Passionless and pure he must 
emerge into the last and seventh cave where he is 
baptized, is anointed on the forehead with oil, is given 
bread and wine, is presented upon the point of a sword 
with a crown which he  refuses declaring “Mithras is my 
crown”, and finally is armed and declared a soldier of 
Mithras. An oath of secrecy is administered, violation of 
which is instant death.  
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This is but the lowest and first degree; he must pass six 
additional ones designed to test every part of his physical, 
mental, and spiritual natures until he becomes a full 
member of the fraternity.7 

In the Mithraic cult the neophyte was subjected to at least 
twelve ‘tests of fortitude’. He was exposed to scorching 
heat and biting cold, to hunger, thirst, the terrors of 
drowning, to every torment which the wit of man could 
devise to render the human body passionless, to endure it 
to hardship, and to strengthen it against temptation. In 
latter times these trials were markedly reduced in 
austerity. 

 

 

ELEUSIS 

The archetypal initiation was into the Eleusinian 
Mysteries, often referred to simply as The Mysteries. 
Although contemporary observers report on the  
or lesser mysteries, our knowledge of the  or 
greater mysteries is based on archaeology and on what the 
initiates did not say and write about their experiences. 
Sometime around 1580 B.C. the cult appeared from the 
south along with the settlement on a site that had been 
destroyed by fire in the 17th century B.C.  
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The name Eleusis translates as 'the place of happy arrival" 
in the sense of the goal of human life.  For them The 
Mysteries held the human race together by assuring the 
favor of the gods. The rites were so important that the 
gods performed them when people could not due to war 
in Greece. Superficially the acts guaranteed the growth of 
grain and other plants and flowers; at a deeper level they 
guaranteed a life without fear of death. As a Homeric 
Hymn to Demeter around the 8th century B.C. puts it,   
 
Blessed is he among men on earth who has beheld this. 
Never will he who has not been initiated into these 
ceremonies, who has had no part in them, share in such 
things. He will be as a dead man in sultry darkness.  
 
 
The cult was reportedly destroyed by the 396 A.D. 
invasion of Alaric, King of the Visigoths. But the true 
cause for the demise according to believers was the 
displacement of the true Hierophant or chief priest by an 
outsider, from Thespiae rather than Athens, who 
proceeded to modify the rites to make them more 
consistent with his beliefs, he had attained the rank of 
Father in the rites of Mithras.  

The lesser mysteries included a cathartic washing away of 
sin in the sea near Athens, the sacrifice of a young pig or 
other animal to Demeter by each initiate, and abstaining 
from the bacchanal feast of Dionysus as  - 
catharsis or preparatory purification. The rule of secrecy 
began the  - sistasis or initiatory rites.  
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In preparation sacred objects had been brought in baskets 
from Eleusis to Athens by priestesses. The best evidence 
suggests that the objects included wool, earth, a snake, a 
pomegranate, and cakes in the form of a phallus, in the 
large basket and of a womb, in the small basket. Myrtle 
boughs were carried or worn; , a fermented grain 
liquor, was drunk as the procession crossed the Cephissus 
river near Athens accompanied by jokes and obscene 
gestures designed to make Demeter laugh in her sorrow.  

When the procession reached the bridge over the Rheitoi 
each  -misti, or initiate gave the pass word: "I have 
fasted, drunk the kukeon, taken things out of 
the big basket and, after performing a rite, put them in 
the little basket, whence i put them back in the big 
basket." Then a priest attached a thread to the right hand 
and to the left toot. The Mysteries were always conducted 
between May and September when the Rharian Plain had 
its second crop (beans), a crop that belonged to the 
underworld, Hades means "he of the beans”, since unlike 
the first crop, corn, it would grow without Demeter's 
assistance. The fourteen mile procession from Athens to 
Eleusis constituted the tenet or prior Initiation.  

The epopteia  or greater mysteries took place 
in various structures at Eleusis. At nightfall the 
Dadouchos, or second priest, lighted the way with a torch 
in each hand. Mystai with special sacrifices or needs 
entered the Telesterion. Then all awaited the climax of 
the rites, the  - paradosis ton 
iepon.  
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The chief priest or Hierophant, literally "he who makes 
holy things appear," probably beat a large cymbal 
representing thunder from the underworld and, on 
command, a great light burst forth. A system of movable 
panels probably permitted the sudden exposure of either 
sunlight or a blazing fire - depending on the period. Then 
the Hierophant, silent amid profound silence, displayed a 
mown ear of corn, symbolic of the planting that was soon 
to occur.  

 
The appeal was to the eye, the imagination, and the 
emotions rather than to the intellect, the main purpose 
being to induce the initiate and through the substitution 
of personality - by hallucination, hypnotism, or suggestion 
- to experience his identification with deity.  

 

PYTHAGOREAN 

Pythagoras, 6th Century B.C., was a remodeler of the 
ancient mysteries. Although some of the information 
about his rites is definitely spurious, the institute or small 
model city in the town of Croton is believed to have been 
accessible to all. He is generally considered to have chosen 
the best from among the earlier mysteries and to have 
emphasized friendship greatly.  
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Croton contained a Temple of Ceres, woman and earth, 
and a Temple of Apollo, man and heaven; a statue of 
Hermes stood at the open gate indicating no entrance for 
the profane. Contrary to the usual gymnasium or 
academy of his time, Pythagoras permitted no wrestling 
because individual competition led to the loss of 
friendships and welcomed all youths; visitors were 
permitted to remain for stimulating open discussions 
among the followers. The fully initiated teachers covertly 
observed the youths, especially looking for laughter "as an 
infallible index to character."  

At some point a moral test was given: 12 hours in 
isolation with an insolvable problem, only water and 
bread permitted. At the end of the isolation the candidate 
was ridiculed by his fellow students for not solving the 
problem, this in marked contrast with the previously 
amicable relationships. Failing reactions included weeping 
with rage, a sarcastic reply, and dashing the slate to the 
ground. The only passing reaction was just and witty 
reply. At this point an acceptable candidate, of which 
there were few, entered a novitiate for at least two and 
perhaps up to five years -- a preparation period of total 
silence. Successful novitiates passed through two more 
stages before completing the ritual. When a man left the 
group at any point after the initial test, a tomb was 
erected for him:  
"He is more dead than the dead, for he has returned to an 

evil life; his body appears among men, but his soul is 
dead; let us weep for it. 
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DEATH & REBIRTH 

 

The recurring theme in the various mysteries is death and 
rebirth, often represented as light born out of darkness. 
The aspirant represents the good principle, the light, 
overcome by evil, the darkness. His task is to regain his 
former supremacy, to be regenerated or born again by 
passing through death and hell and their terrors. The rites 
represent this great mystery in three ways: the dromena – 
 or that which is enacted, the deiknumena - 
 or the sacred objects that are shown, and the 
legomena – or words that are spoken.  
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OSIRIS 

In Egypt the great mystery was found in the legend of 
Osiris. A chest was brought into the palace during a 
celebration with everyone present being put into it to 
measure its size place, several conspirators quickly 
replaced the lid, seized the chest, and threw it in the Nile. 
The chest floated down the Nile and lodged in the roots 
of a tree growing in the delta. By divine magic the tree en 
compassed the chest, preserving the body intact. Queen 
Isis, Is-is means Light-Light, veiled in black, went up and 
down the Nile inquiring everywhere for news of the body. 
Eventually divine magic revealed to Isis that what she 
sought was in a tree that had been cut down and used as a 
column in a palace. She was able to locate the body and 
raise it back to live as a twice born divinity. The initiate in 
the cult became one with Osiris and, like him, would 
rejoice in a glorious immortality at death,  

In one form of the Osiris cult it was believed that Osiris 
soul took flight in the Moon after the murder. The chief 
conspirator, his wicked brother Seth in the form of a 
black pig, gradually devoured the lunar body in an effort 
to regain the fugitive spirit. This ritual required the 
capture of a black pig in order that the devoured soul 
might be recovered.  
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DEMETER 

In The Mysteries the legend is that of Demeter losing her 
beloved daughter Persephone to the underworld for half 
the year, since the foolish daughter ate a pomegranate 
seed after being abducted by Hades. While Demeter 
mourns her absent daughter, most crops do not grow; yet 
out of this "death" comes the life of plenty due to the 
rejoicing of Demeter when Persephone returns.  
 
 
 

 

EAST AND WEST 

A similar notion is found in the Gospel of John 12:24, 
"Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but it die, it bringeth forth much fruit."  
 
Shiva, in the form of the dancing Hindu god Nataraja, 
whirls with the powers; his upper hands bear the flame of 
destruction and the throbbing drum of creation while he 
tramples the dwarf of sin. An unencumbered hand, 
fingers upraised, says "Fear not while another points to 
the lifted foot, a symbolic offering of bliss to believers.  
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As he spins the endless cycle of existence occurs in the 
continual death, flame and renewal, drum.  
 
Among the Dakota Indians in the Mystery Dance the 
initiate was first instructed in the secrets of the order, 
practiced watchings and fasting and was then purified for 
four successive days in a vapor bath. A mystical 
purification of the mind and soul were thought to result. 
At the time of initiation the ceremonies consisted chiefly 
of dancing, at the conclusion of which the candidates 
were shot with arrows bearing "mystery sacks" which were 
the sacred badges of the order. “Wounded” by the 
mystical attack, the candidates sunk to the ground "dead" 
and were covered with blankets by the initiated. A bean 
or shell was then removed from the mystery sacks and the 
blanket was removed to expose a "reborn" candidate 
rejuvenated with the ideals and spirit of the initiating 
society, And Boris Pasternak writes in I Remember, "In life 
it is more necessary to lose than to gain. A seed will only 
germinate if it dies. One has to live without getting tired, 
one must look forward and teed on one's living reserves, 
which oblivion no less than memory produces."  
 
In these and many, many more places we find THE 
MYSTERY: you must die to be reborn. There was even a 
bit of word play in the Greek between teleisthai - 
 or initiation and teleutan - or dying.  
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SYMBOLS 

 

THREE, FOUR, AND SEVEN 

Numerology has played a prominent role in the various 
mysteries over the years. Other than the number one 
indicating the chief, perhaps only deity, the numbers 
three, four and seven are the most prominent.  

 
Three 

Three, is often represented as a triangle or Delta. 

 
 The three trimesters of human gestation. 
 The trident or 3-pronged spear of a Sea-God. 
  The fates: Lachesis, Clotho, Atropos. 
 The furies: Alecto, Magaera, Tisiphone. 
 The graces, daughters of Zeus and Eurynome: 

Aglaia, Thalia, Euphrosyne. 
 The leading characteristics of the mysteries: 

μυστήρια or secrecy, όργια or emotion, τελεταί or  
edification.  
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 The Trimurti of Hindu gods: Brahma, Vishnu, 
Siva.  

 The Christian Trinity: Father, Son, Holy Spirit.  
 The wise men or Magi: Melchior, Gaspar, 

Batthasar.  
 The trivium: grammar, rhetoric, logic.  
 The three primary colors, and three types of 

retinal cones.  
 The theologic virtues: faith, hope, charity or love. 

 

 
FOUR 

 
Four, is often represented as a Square. 

 
 The corners of the world. 
 The elements: Earth, Air, Fire, Water.  
 The humors: phlegm, blood, yellow bile, black 

bile.  
 The temperaments: phlegmatic, sanguine, 

choleric, melancholic.  
 The cardinal or natural virtues: Prudence, Justice, 

Temperance, Fortitude.  
 The Horsemen of the apocalypse: War or 

Conquest, Famine, Pestilence, Death.  
 The Evangelists; there is a 3+1 = 4 symbolism as 

well since the representations often are Mark as a  
Lion, Luke as an Ox, and John as an Eagle while 
Matthew is represented as a Man. Similarly 3+1 
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symbolism occurs with the four sons of the 
Egyptian god Horus.  

 The quadrivium; Arithmetic, Music, Geometry, 
Astronomy  

 

SEVEN 

 

 The planets of antiquity.  
 The sisters in the constellation Pliades.  
 The seas: Antartic, Arctic, North Atlantic, South 

Atlantic, Indian, North Pacific, South Pacific.  
 The wonders of the ancient world: Colossus of 

Rhodes, Egyptian pyramids, Hanging Gardens of  
Babylon, lighthouse at Alexandria, mausoleum at 
Halicarnassus, statue of Zeus at Olympus, Temple 
of Diana at Ephesus the heroes who fought 
against Thebes: Adrastus, Polynices, Tydeus, 
Parthenopaeus, Amphiaraus, Capaneous, 
Hippomedon.  

 The heavens of Muslim and cabalist doctrine.  
 The altars burning continually before Mithras. 
 The ages of man, often represented by the 

menorah, candelabrum. 
 The sepulcher or burial place when the seven ages 

of man. 
 The Elohim and seals of Solomon.  
 The splendors of the Jewish Sephiroth.  
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 The Rishis or Brahmadicas in Hindu mythology. 
 The deadly sins: pride, covetousness, lust, anger, 

gluttony, envy, sloth.  
 The wonders of the middle ages: catacombs of 

Alexandria, Coliseum of Rome, Great Wall of  
China, Leaning Tower of Pisa, St. Sophia's 
mosque at Costantinople, Porcelain Tower of  
Peking, Stonehenge in England.  

 The works of mercy: bury the dead, clothe the 
naked, feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 
house the homeless, tend the sick, visit the 
orphaned and afflicted.  

 The medieval liberal arts: trivium plus 
quadrivium, or 3+4 = 7. 

 
 

SHAPES 

Other common symbols found throughout the secret 
societies include the cross as a symbol of purification and 
salvation; the circle and triangle, both single and double, 
representing the dualism or polarity of Nature; the five-
pointed star; the Sun; the crescent or Moon; the iris or 
rainbow. Mystic banquets were common to all, as were 
trials by Fire, Water, and Air. 
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SYMBOLS OF RECOGNITION  

In all the mysteries the officers conducting the rites 
personified astronomical or cosmic phenomena; all the 
initiated recognized each other by signs and passwords; in 
all the conditions for Initiation were the same: maturity 
of age and purity of conduct. Even Nero did not dare, 
when in Greece, to offer himself as a candidate for 
initiation into the Eleusinian Mysteries due to his 
conduct.  

The early Christians used the fish as a recognition symbol, 
in Greek Icthus. In our time their "fraternity" might be 
called X or Iota Chi Theta Upsilon Sigma, with the 
secret meaning Jesus Christos Theos Uios Soter Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, the Savior. The separation inherent 
in having esoteric, confidential, meant only for initiates, 
and exoteric, popular intelligible to outsiders, portions 
occur outside the mystery cults. In the early days of the 
Christian Church the catechumens, those baptized but 
not confirmed, were restricted from the actual Eucharist, 
being requested to depart just prior to the Apostles' Creed 
which was the initial esoteric part of the rites. All eso 
terics were removed from the Westem Church in 692, 
although in the Greek Church today the celebration is 
behind a curtain except for the elevation of the host - 
during which the worshipers are prostrated, so even then 
they don't see the host.  
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CRESCENT KNIGHTHOOD 

In medieval times the Alchemists searched for the Elixir 
of Life and the Philosopher's Stone, exoteric names with 
esoteric meaning for the initiated. Many esoteric orders of 
knights, monks and friars were formed. Six European 
orders used the symbol of the crescent, two with it 
uptured as the footrest of the Virgin Mary. In some 
respects it can be said that Lambda Chi Alpha is the 
seventh chivalrous order or brotherhood in the west to 
use the crescent as a major symbol.  

1. Charles I of Naples and Sicily founded the Knights of 
the Crescent at Messine in 1268. The motto of the order 
was Donec totum impleat Orben or "until the circle is 
complete." A freer translation would be "loyalty until 
death."  

2. Charles' brother, Louis IX of France who was better 
known as St. Louis, instituted the Order of the Ship, also 
called the Order of the Double Crescents, in 1269 after 
his return from leading the unsuccessful Seventh Crusade 
to Egypt.  
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His object was to engage the nobility to assist him in 
forwarding the works at his new built maritime town of 
Aigue mortes in Provence, as well as to induce them to 
accompany him in his African expedition; but this having 
proved unfortunate, and terminating in his death, the 
Order became extinct in France, a few years after its 
institution, though it flourished for three centuries in 
Naples and Sicily, where it was introduced by his brother 
Chartes of Anjou, who succeeded to these kingdoms. The 
collar of the Order was composed of gold escallop-shells 
intermixed with double crescents, to which was pendant a 
ship rigged white, floating upon waves of the same.10  

3. In France the Order of Bourbon, also called Knights of 
the Thistle and Knights of Our Lady, was instituted by 
Louis, Duke of Bourbon, in 1370 and became extinct 
soon after. From the collar hung an oval with the image 
of the Blessed Virgin, crowned with twelve stars of silver 
and a silver crescent under her feet.  

4. With the support of Hungary, Pope Urban Vi handed 
the crown of Naples to Charles of Durazzo. in 1382 at his 
coronation as Charles Ill the Order of the Crescent was 
instituted. It was also called the Order of the Ship and the 
Order of the Argonauts. Urban VI deposed and 
excommunicated Charles in 1385, a few months before 
he was assassinated.  
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RENÉ D'ANJOU 

5. At Angers in 1448 a knightly fraternity was founded by 
René of Anjou, King of Southern France, called the 
Order of the Crescent. The principles were a harmony of 
religion, courtesy, and charity: a man had to be of goodly 
birth, of unblemished reputation, hear Mass daily, have 
no debts and not gamble, refrain from impious oaths or 
indecent jests, and take as his special concern women, 
children, and the poor and ailing. Like many other 
Orders instituted in the same age with it, the Order of the 
Cres cent survived its founder but a few years.  

King René, whom Lambda Chi Alpha takes as the 
legendary author of its ritual, chose as the symbol of his 
order a gold crescent hanging from a collar composed of 
three gold chains. Upon the crescent in red enamel 
appeared the letters L,OZ which implied L, Oz en 
croissant or "praise by increasing." Many historians 
consider René of Anjou a representative of the finer and 
gentler type of ruler of the middle ages, although his 
many titles and functions put him in a position to wield 
significant power for personal gain:  

 
King of Jerusalem, the Two Sicilies, Aragon, Valencia, 
Majorca, Sardinia, Naples, and Corsica, Duke of Anjou, 
Barrois, Lorraine, Calabria, Count of Provence, 
Forcalquier, Piemont, Guise, Maine, Chailly, 
Longjumeau, Prince of Gerona, Lord of Genoa, Marquis 
de Pont-à-Mousson.  
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As a statesman and warrior, René was not as aggressive as 
contemporary sovereigns, and with good consequence. He 
has gone down in history as "King Rene the good" because 
of his many charities and because of his devotion to 
religion. He was a painter and poet of real talent and 
fostered the arts of the troubadours and those who 
produced mystery plays, as well as sponsoring Joan of Arc.  
The Book of Love, one of several manuscripts he 
authored, and probably painted the illuminations, takes 
the theme of quest. Amour, God of Love, plucks the heart 
from René's breast; he journeys with his page, Ardent 
Desire, to find his Sweet Grace. René as the knight Cueur 
meets Hope and then Jealousy who sends them on a false 
trail into the Forest of the Long Walt instead of to the 
Castle of Good Rest. At the bridge Dangerous Crossing 
he is attacked by the Black Knight Soucy, trouble, anxiety 
but emerges victorious. After a number of other 
adventures he is able to attain the hand of Sweet Grace 
with the help of Honor, who sends Generosity along with 
Cueur as an aide.  

6. In Austria the Order of St. Michael. In Germany was 
instituted at Mantua in the year 1618, and in 1619 it was 
received in Vienna; but though confirmed in 1624 by 
Pope Urban VIII, it soon fell into disuse. The ensignia of 
it was a cross of eight points; in the middle of it was the 
figure of the Virgin Mary with Christ on her left arm, and 
a sceptre in her right hand, crowned with twelve stars 
surrounded with rays of the Sun, and a crescent under 
her feet. 
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RITUALS IN OTHER CONTEMPORARY 
GROUPS 

The power of ideals is incalculable. We see no power in a 
drop of water. But let it get into a crack in the rock and 
be turned into ice, and it splits the rock; turned into 
steam, it drives the pistons of the most powerful engines. 
Something has happened to it which makes active and 
effective the power that is latent in it.  
 
So it is with ideals. Ideals are thoughts. So long as they 
exist merely as thoughts, the power latent in them 
remains ineffective, however great the enthusiasm and 
however strong the conviction with which the thought is 
held. Their power becomes effective only when they are 
taken up into some refined human personality. 
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SECRECY- MISTIRIA - 

The fraternal organizations of today retain many of the 
characteristics of the ancient rites. Most notable among 
these is secrecy. Gist writes,  
 
Even those secret societies which conceal neither their 
members nor their aims take scrupulous precautions 
against disclosure of the secret rituals. The initiatory rites 
relating to the induction of the candidates into the order 
are usually the only ones for which the strictest secrecy is 
observed. Some of the rituals such as the installation 
service, and the like are non-secret in character. Most 
fraternal organizations, while frankly making public their 
aims and activities, frequently going to the pains of 
parading them before the public, place the seal of secrecy 
on the ritual and obligate every member to honor this 
ritualistic secrecy throughout his/her life. Among college 
fraternities only Delta Upsilon, founded as the Anti-
Secret Confederation of like-minded local groups, fully 
reveals its symbols, mottoes, and initiation to friends of 
the group.  

Keeping inviolate the secrets of the order is usually a 
prominent portion of the oath of member ship. As Gist 
notes, a "simple promise" is ordinarily not sufficient. The 
obligation taken by a novice in the Order of the Star of 
Bethlehem states  
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1... do solemnly promise that I will never reveal the 
secrets that are about to be com mitted to my keeping ... I 
will not indicate, paint, print, stain, engrave, hew, mark, 
or cause to be done, any syllable, word, or sentence, upon 
anything under the heavens, which will tend to expose the 
secret work of this order or any part of it.  
 
The oath itself often contains a self-threat, ostensibly used 
to impress upon the candidate the seriousness of the 
obligation - particularly secrecy. The Ancient Order of 
Mechanics of the World is typical in having the candidate 
bind himself   
 

under no less a penalty than to have my throat cut 
across from ear to ear, my tongue torn out by the 
roots, and my body buried in the rough sands of 
the sea at low water mark.  
 

McMinn reports that 17 of the 22 college fraternities have 
a secrecy clause in their oaths but only one uses a self-
threat clause. The frequency of self-threat clauses no 
doubt is higher among the 45 groups unwilling to share 
their ritual script with McMinn. The mean length of the 
oaths for the 22 college fraternities is 55 words, with a 
range from 29 to 152 words.  
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E MOTION –ORGIA –  

Emotion is certainly present, and not just in the 
sometimes bizarre expression of self-threat obligation. The 
"journey" of the candidate for initiation is often blocked 
at various points, sometimes with the implication that the 
candidate has proven unworthy of membership. The 
flogging, knocking out of teeth, scarification, tattooing 
and similar practices of earlier periods has pretty much 
vanished.  
 

But these (contemporary) ordeals, while 
sometimes no doubt quite terrifying to the credulous and 
shrinking novice, are seldom if ever as excruciatingly 
painful as they are in the case of primitive initiations. 
Instead he becomes a participant in a sort of truncated 
ordeal.  

 
After receiving a ceremonial lecture on morality the 
candidate in the Sons of Osiris is left alone in a room. A 
member impersonating a woman, and wearing the robes 
of the "daughter of the king," enters and tells him that his 
life is in danger. While she is urging the candidate to flee 
with her the other members suddenly enter the room and 
inquire as to the reasons for her presence. She professes 
love for the candidate and offers to sacrifice her life for 
him. She is escorted summarily from the room and the 
novice is then handed a "cup of poison which kills the  
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guilty but not the innocent." By this test, he is told, "we 
shall know if you have been enticed from the path of 
virtue even by a daughter of the king." The candidate is 
then required to drink from the cup, the test proves that 
he is innocent, and he is congratulated.  
 
Earlier ordeals purportedly served both to satisfy the 
members of the suitability of the initiates and, through 
the severity and sometimes horror of initiatory 
experiences, to impress the neophyte with the seriousness 
of the steps he is taking in entering the society. 
Contemporary American secret societies have preserved 
the lessened ordealistic features primarily as a device for 
indoctrinating the novice with the principles of esoteric 
fraternalism. Instead of being subjected to tests of physical 
and nervous stamina, the initiate becomes the center of a 
dramatic episode which ordinarily involves little or no 
physical endurance. Occasionally the ordeal is physical in 
nature, although the "tortures" are fictitious rather than 
real.  
 
In the initiatory rites of the Modern Woodmen of 
America the candidate is told he is to be "branded” so 
that "in case of death the body can be identified. In the 
third degree of the Knights of Pythias the novice is given 
the “test of steel" in which he must demonstrate his trust 
in the members initiating him. 
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For reasons that are not entirely clear, the contemporary 
college fraternity has generally moved the ordeal from the 
initiation itself to what has sometimes been called "hell 
week." The events during the period ("week”) prior to 
initiation are generally designed at the local level, in 
contrast with the initiation ceremony which is typically 
prescribed in detail by the international organization.  

 
The very concept of hazıng is inconsistent with the ideals 
put forth in the Initiation ritual of virtually all college 
fraternities. Many of the general fraternities are making 
serious attempts to eliminate hazing, both physical and 
mental, from chapter activities. The battle against hazing 
is a never ending process; like crab-grass, just when you 
think you have it licked it pops up somewhere else.  
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E DIFICATION –  - TELESTAI 

Ritualism has an intellectual side as well. We remember 
what we are; we evaluate what we are.  
 
Ordinarily these ceremonial dramas or pageants are 
founded on some table, allegory, myth, legend, or 
historical event, and it is through the dramatic 
representations that the moral or ethical principles are 
impressed upon the observers and participants. So it is 
that these ceremonials perform a dual purpose: they 
provide an emotional experience for those who are 
identified passively or actively with them, and they 
become the vehicle by which are conveyed the dogmas, 
doctrines, or creeds that form the moral foundations of 
the organizations sponsoring the ceremonial activities. 

The Bible appears to be the most common source of 
dramatic materials. Gist mentions use of legends such as 
the building of King Solomon's Temple, the story of the 
Good Samaritan, the friendship of Jonathan and David, 
the story of Naomi and Ruth, and the life of the Patriarch 
Abram. Among college fraternities use of the two great 
"brotherhood" passages is common: Psalm 133 and the 
thirteenth chapter of I Corinthians.   
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Non-Biblical sources that form the basis for initiations 
include the friendship legend of Damon and Pythias, 
events at George Washington's Valley Forge headquarters 
and the life of the pioneers in frontier days, the legendary 
vision and conversion of Constantine, the experiences of 
Robin Hood and his Merrie men in Sherwood Forest, 
and the traditions and history of the Crusaders.  

College fratemity rituals were often written by 
undergraduates. As one would expect, the use of 
legendary and historical material is both less frequent and 
less skillful than in organizations designed by and for men 
and women in their working years. Nevertheless, Gist 
notes that one women's fraternity bases its ritual on the 
Eleusinian Mysteries and a men's fraternity follows the 
ceremony of a student society which existed in the 
University of Bologna several centuries ago. 
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E LEMENTS OF INITIATION 
 

Admitting the Candidate 
 
The first phase is preparation. Usually the qualifications 
of each candidate for membership are examined. 
Candidates are then invested with raiment considered 
appropriate to their humble station. A blindfold state of 
darkness is often worn until just before or immediately 
after the obligation; its removal symbolizes 
enlightenment. The candidate is often required to remove 
outer garments and perhaps to divest himself of certain 
types of objects such as anything metallic. The candidate 
may have a small rope placed around his neck - 
Freemasonry, his hands tied behind his back - Ancient 
Order of Foresters, or placed in chains and bound to a 
stake- Odd Fellows. Meanwhile the officers, and 
occasionally all members, have robed themselves in the 
proper ceremonial attire. McMinn reports the following 
dialogue between the Conductor of the Neophyte and the 
Guardian of the Door immediately after the Conductor 
gives the proper number and pattern of raps.  
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Guardian: Who goes there?  

 

Conductor: One who walks in darkness and seeks the 
light.  

 

Guardian: How shall he find the light?  

Conductor: By entering the place of light.  

 

Guardian: How may he enter the place of light?  

 

Conductor: By means of a secret password.  
 
Guardian: Advance and communicate the password.  
 
In another fraternity the following conversation occurs 
about an "alarm at the gate."  
 
President: Whence come these strangers?  
 
Guardian: From the uninitiated many.  
 
President: What seek they here?  
 
Guardian: Entrance to our noble Brotherhood.  
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President: Have they considered well the step which they 
are about to take?  
 
Guardian: It is my belief that they have.  
 
President: Who brings them hither?  
 
Guardian: A brother of our order.  
 
 

The QUEST 
 
These admission dialogues demonstrate a number of 
typical practices. Quite often the Conductor will respond 
on behalf of the candidate - either directly or by coaching. 
The Neophyte is often a seeker set out on a journey in 
quest of friendship, light, truth, brotherhood. Always 
these "journeys" are symbolic in nature: they may 
symbolize a journey through the wilderness, or across 
swollen rivers: they may represent a journey toward a 
definite destination, or they may be symbolic of mere 
wandering in search of "light." Usually he is challenged by 
someone who demands to know his mission and perhaps 
his password.  
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In the seventh or Royal Arch degree of Freemasonry the 
candidate travels a "rough and rugged" road from Babylon 
to Jerusalem. As he moves along at a sorry rate the con 
ductor gives a running account of the Biblical story of the 
return of the captives from Babylon and adds his 
interpretations of the symbolic meaning of the journey." 
in the Royal Purple degree of Odd Fellowship the 
candidate journeys through the wilderness: in the 
movement around the lodge room the candidate is 
stopped at different stations where he is lectured by 
different officials on the dangers and pitfalls of the 
sojourn. As they proceed they hear a clash of arms as if a 
battle were under way; they pass the ruins of a castle; they 
face an approaching storm; they come to a deep and 
muddy river and cross warily on its bridge. 

STAGES IN THE QUEST 

The progress of the candidate on his journey is often 
indicated by symbolic names given to each degree or to 
each rank attained. Often these are references to certain 
qualities or values of the fraternity. Thus the Patriarchs 
Militant use "friendship," "brotherly love," and "truth" 
while the improved Order of Red Men has "degree of 
adoption, the "hunter's degree," and the warrior's degree." 
In Masonry the basic or "blue lodge" symbolic degrees are 
"Entered apprentice," "Fellow craft," and "Master Mason,"  



LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE OF THE E∴M∴O∴A∴P∴R∴M∴M∴ 

 
 

38 

 

while the Knights of Pythias use “Page”, “Squire," and 
"Knight”. The color of the robe may change to indicate 
the progress (as from black to white) or the advanced 
candidate may be given objects such as a helmet on his 
head or a shield on his left arm.  

In one college fraternity the neophytes as a group are 
seated in front of six tables with a lighted candle upon 
each; they are travelers in search of the City of Light;  
each table is an attribute to man's character: truth, 
wisdom, service, justice, charity, brotherhood. A speech is 
given by a member personifying each attribute and the 
neophytes are cautioned to listen well and practice the 
traits. In another group the neophyte's worthiness is 
assessed by his choice of traveling companions on a 
journey assisted by Knowledge. The choices are 
Reputation, Friendship, Self-sufficiency, Worldly 
Possessions, Stability, and Character. If the neophyte fails, 
with the help of Knowledge, to choose Friendship.  

Stability, and Character he is removed from the room and 
told to meditate about his choices; a short time later he 
starts once again on the same journey.  
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D EATH AND REBIRTH 

This motif is much less common in modern groups than 
in earlier times. McMinn reports that only one of the 22 
college rituals examined had such a dramatization. As 
contrasted with the number of death and rebirth symbols 
on college fraternity coats of arms and badges, this must 
be a gross underestimate of actual practice. Gist makes a 
similar observation about post college groups, although he 
notes that quite a few of these rituals have allusions to 
death rather than a full dramatization. Sometimes death 
is connected only to breaking the vow of secrecy.  

 
When present the burial ceremonial tends to be carefully 
designed, with members and officers given a specific place 
to parade in the funeral procession. The one practice that 
seems to be all but universal among post-college groups is 
the use of sprigs of evergreen. Sometimes these are worn 
or carried by the members in attendance; often they are 
deposited on the casket or grave.  
 
The use of evergreen. long a symbol of immortality, is a 
common practice among many divergent groups, not just 
fraternal organizations.  
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In the one college fraternity using the death/rebirth 
theme the candidates individually experience death in the 
gloomy, selfish, solitary, mundane world and rebirth into 
a lite of light, hope, and fratemal love The neophyte is 
clad in a black robe and holds a candle. The conductor 
leads him into a candle-lit room between parallel rows of 
brothers who hold candies (in black robes, faces 
concealed by masks) to the coffin at the end. The 
president reads a poem depicting the lonely life of a 
person who has shunned friendship. The neophyte's 
candle is extinguished, he is blindfolded, his wrists tied, 
and he is placed in the coffin. The lidless coffin is carried 
about the room for several minutes while a chant about 
friendship is sung. The coffin is lowered, as if into a grave. 
Several minutes pass. The coffin is raised as if out of the 
grave, the neophyte is lifted out and the president reads a 
poem describing the joys and pleasures obtained from a 
life full of light and fraternal love.  

The seasonal rebirth of vegetation is the underlying theme 
of The Fantasticks. 18 Its author, Tom Jones, states that an 
understanding of the work is possible only when one 
realizes the necessity of Winter to insure the rebirth of 
Spring. Near the end of the second act the Narrator, who 
has touched a bit of sun into the moonlight illusions and 
delusions of The Boy and The Girl, states  
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There is a curious paradox that no one can explain.  

Who understands the secret of the reaping of the grain? 
Who understands why Spring is born out of winters 

laboring pain or why we must all die of it before we grow 
again?  

I do not know the answer; i merely know it's true.  
I hurt them for that reason and myself a little bit too. 

 
 

A BULATION 

A number of contemporary groups have a ceremonial 
washing of hands, usually with water. McMinn reports 
that three college men's groups have a purification site, 
two with hand washing and one where incense is inhaled.  
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I NSIGNIAS, SECRET SIGNS, MOTTOES 

McMinn found that all college men's groups except one 
included a description of secret material. The most 
commonly explained items were the badge, the 
handshake, the Fraternity motto, typically said first in 
Greek and then in English, the coat of arms, the 
password, the fraternity colors, a special manner of 
gaining entrance to the chapter room, and a formal 
challenge.  

Gist notes the tendency tor the post college groups to 
have secret mottoes consisting of three words. Thus we 
find:  
 

- Be Generous, Brave, and True -Knights of Pythias.  
- Virtue, Libery, Patriotism -Junior Order United 

American Mechanics.  
- Friendship, Love, and Truth -Independent Order 

of Odd Fellows.  
- Unity, Benevolence, and Concord -Foresters of 

America),  
- Love, Purity, and Fidelity -Templars of Honor and 

Temperance.  
- Faith, Hope, and Charity -Independent Order of 

Good Templars. 
- United to Assist -United Ancient Order of 

Druids.  
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O THER COMPONENTS 
 
Other components McMinn found in at least half of the 
groups were investiture of the fraternity badge, most 
commonly fastened to the left lapel of the neophyte's suit 
jacket; a formal welcome into the fraternity, often by the 
president; a formal charge of responsibility, particularly to 
fulfill the ideals and standards of the oath; and a prayer, 
usually that the neophyte remain loyal and faithful to the 
fraternity, typically by the chaplain with both neophytes 
and members standing.  

Collective singing as a ritualistic device for developing 
esprit de corps and group unity is a common practice 
among all kinds of groupings in modem society. In post 
college organizations hymns and odes usually are religious 
or patriotic in nature, familiar songs ordinarily being 
employed. Reflecting in a similar manner the quasi-
religious nature of the orders are specific prayers for 
opening and closing ceremonies and for the initiatory 
rites. Even more characteristic of secret orders is the 
ceremonial marching and parading. Each group has its 
own scheme including not only the ritualistic 
candidatorial "journey previously mentioned but 
collective marching exercises either secretly as a part of 
the initiatory rites or publicly at other events. Drill teams 
are frequently maintained that vie with each other in 
friendly inter fraternal and intratrateral conventions.  
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Less frequent elements found by McMinn were a formal 
proclamation of full membership as a brother by the 
president; enrollment by the candidate signing a roll book 
or other document: a circle ceremony where members for 
a circle and sing prescribed fraternity songs; a formal 
assurance of good faith declaring that nothing will 
conflict with the neophyte's personal beliefs; and member 
re dedication where the members as well as the neophytes 
recite the oath.  

It hardly needs to be suggested that the atmosphere of 
such an important and significant ceremony should be 
fitting to the occasion upon whose inspirations the future 
of a chapter may depend. While not a religious rite in the 
commonly accepted meaning of that phrase, the initiation 
ceremonial is highly religious in the root-meaning of 
"religion" as "a binding fast" is recalled; or in the 
importance of the correct interpretation of the ideals of a 
fraternity being kept in mind. The spirit of all present, 
whether candidates or observers, should be a right spirit; 
minds should be open to receive impressions; the thought 
of all should center round the solemn service. It should 
not be overlooked that many a long-initiated member is 
born again during a well-rendered ceremonial. Smoking 
in the hall, or whispering, or any form of disturbance 
should not be tolerated for a moment, in case some 
thoughtless member should forget himself and his 
whereabouts. The more dignified the speakers, the more 
respectful the hearers, the more effective the ritual always 
is.  
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The gard of the participants undoubtedly affects a 
ceremony. The candidates, if clothed in white according 
to the classical meaning of candidatus, are readily 
distinguished as they are led through the hall; their height 
seems increased; they are properly differentiated from all 
others in the room. If officers have robes with distinctive 
colors and insignia, there is an added tone of dignity and 
a psychological effect upon the individual who is to have a 
part. If all other members and visitors are clad in black 
robes, as usually is the case, they too, add their part thus 
to the ceremonial atmosphere and to the effect produced 
upon the candidate after he/she is brought to light.  
 
Where the whole ritual is studied and exemplified as a 
single dramatic performance, the impression both upon 
novitiates and upon attending members is certain to be 
marked. 
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F RATERNAL SYMBOLISM 

Symbols of secret orders should be viewed in their 
functional relation to each other, for in their totality they 
provide a reminder of the patterns of behavior expected 
as well as an emotional experience for the members.  
 
 

LIGHT AND DARKNESS 

With the lines being sharply drawn between members, of 
the mystic realm, and non-members (those of the profane 
world), secret societies find the symbolism of light and 
darkness a useful ceremonial concept. At the beginning of 
initiation in Freemasonry the presiding officer asks who is 
seeking entrance. The escort replies that it is "Mr. -----, who 
has long been in darkness and now seeks to be brought to 
light." After the obligation has been given the presiding 
officer asks the novice what in his "blind condition" he 
most desires, with the novice being instructed to answer 
that it is light. The reply is  
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Light being what you desire, you shall receive it. Brethren, 
stretch forth your hands and assist me in bringing this 
brother from darkness to light in Masonry. In the 
beginning God created the heavens and earth. ... And 
God said, "Let there be lights and there was light.  
 
 
In solemn commemoration of that sublime event I, in like 
manner, Masonically declare, "Let there be light." At the 
word "light" the hoodwink is snatched from the novice's 
eyes and he sees the three great lights and three lesser 
lights of Masonry.  
 

In the Ancient Order of the Mechanics of the World the 
three major lights of the Bible, a square, and a compass 
are similarly revealed. The three lesser lights are candles 
placed in a triangle representing the Sun, the Moon, and 
the Illustrious Grand Master, the presiding officer. At 
least four other post college groups have similar 
components.  

In order to add a touch of realism to the symbolism of 
light and darkness, artificial lighting and sound effects are 
commonly produced. Usually the initiation chamber is 
darkened. Even more common is the practice of 
blindfolding the candidate before or during initiation, the 
darkness produced by the hood wink being symbolic of 
the neophyte's spiritual state of darkness before he is 
admitted to the secret realm.  
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In the medieval Christian Church the service of 
Tenebrae, late in Holy Week, involved gradually 
extinguishing a group of candles to represent the death of 
Jesus. The church remained in darkness until the Lighting 
of the New Fire as the first portion of the Easter Vigil. At 
that time a central candle was lit from a newly kindled 
fire; other lights in the church were then lit from this 
central candle.  

C EREMONIAL ALTAR 

Most groups have a table or altar located at a position in 
the center of the assembly room. When a group does not 
use an altar, it usually has some other object such as a 
coffin or “council firebrand" as a focal object. Catholic 
societies never have an altar.  
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T HE BIBLE. 

Among Protestant organizations the Bible usually lies 
open on the altar; in some groups it is opened to a special 
passage that may change with the stages of initiation. The 
candidate, before taking the obligation, must often 
acknowledge the book by some special ritualistic act such 
as kissing the Bible, Knights of the Holy Cross, or placing 
his hand on or over it while taking the oath of obligation.  

 

T HE CROSS 

Less frequent, although not uncommon, is the Cross as 
symbol of religious sentiments and imagery associated 
with the crucifixion of the Savior. The Masonic order uses 
numerous forms in the different degrees, such as the 
Maltese cross, Pontifical cross, Passion cross, Patriarchal 
cross, St. Andrew's Cross, Templar cross, and Teutonic 
cross. The Knights of Columbus use the Lorraine cross 
ornamented with a representation of a dagger, anchor, 
and axe. The Cross with a rose at its center is also 
associated with Rosicrucianism (the Rose Cross). This is a 
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subject which shall be dealt with in greater detail at 
another time. 

 

T YMBOLIC TOOLS AND EMBLEMS 

Several secret societies have a real or alleged origin in an 
occupational craft: they often retain the tools of the 
workmen in their ritual. The Modern Woodmen of 
America use the beetle (industry), the axe, power, and the 
wedge, progress. The Homesteaders have the three 
working tools of surveyor's chain (the protective circle of 
brotherhood), broad axe (used to smooth the roughened 
edges of character and mind), and mattock (a reminder of 
the necessity of uprooting and casting aside the snags of 
useless and injurious habits). The Grange or Patrons of 
Husbandry use the axe, the plow, the harrow, and the 
spade.  

Other objects include the scythe -Time and Death, the 
bow, arrows, and quiver- The covenant between Jonathan 
and David, the heart and hand -Sincerity and Affection, 
the ark - Reminder of the tablets of stone of the Ten 
Commandments, the scales and sword - Justice, the hour 
glass - March of time, and the coffin -The last home of 
man. While fraternal emblems may be displayed before 
the public, either in physical form or represented on the 
coat of arms or badge, the symbolic meanings attached to 
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some of them frequently constitute a part of the secrets of 
the order. Several organizations have the "All-seeing eye" 
as a reminder of the watchfulness of the Almighty. It 
ranges from an indication of the just God watching over 
us to the need always to be circumspect in action.  

T HE STAR  

As is true generally in western culture, both secular and 
religious, the star is a frequent symbol. The most common 
form is that with five points, as in the Order of the 
Eastern Star. Theirs is elaborately decorated, with each 
point a different color - red, blue, yellow, white, green, 
each point named for a character involved in the ritual - 
Ruth, Esther, Martha, Electa, Jephthan's daughter , five 
objects in the center, the open Bible, lilies, the sun, a 
lamb, a lion), and a symbol on each point - Sword and 
veil, sheat, crown and scepter, broken column, clasped 
hands. A few groups use stars with seven, nine, or ten 
points. The five pinred star, or pentagram also represents 
the four elements (Earth, Air, Water, Fire) with the top 
fifth (top point) representing the “quintessence”, from the 
Latin words quintus, meaning “fifth,” and essentia, 
meaning “being”, as in the Divine element within Man. 
The five pointed star may also be seen to represent the 
upright figure of man, bringing forth to mind the subtle 
imagery of heaven upon earth, “as below so above, as 
above so below”. 
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PASSWORDS, HAND CLAPS, SIGNALS 

As an almost universal trait of secret societies the 
password, when given in the proper fashion, is an "open-
sesame” or magical key to the mystic order. In some 
groups there is only one password; in others, there is a 
word for each degree or rank; in others, a separate 
password for each of several challenging officials. In a few 
groups the passwords are changed at regular intervals 
varying from a month to a year. Great caution is typically 
used in concealing the passwords from outsiders; printed 
rituals distributed only among members under tight 
supervision typically use an asterisk or some other mark in 
place of the password. In some fraternities the passwords 
are "collected from all present by one or more appointed 
officers before the meeting can be declared opened; the 
usual procedure is for the member to rise and whisper the 
word(s) in the ear of the official. Those not in possession 
of the word(s) are usually escorted to an ante-room and 
given an examination to determine if they are bona-fide 
members. The password has a greater protection value for 
large societies having a scattered membership than for 
small, compact groups where the members are usually well 
known to each other.  
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Most secret societies have a fraternal handclasp. Some 
even have a special grip for each of the degrees. Like titles 
and passwords, they typically are symbolic in character. 
Quite common in post college groups are symbolic signs, 
often referred to as "working signs" or "due-guards."  

These are special signs of recognition, salutation, distress, 
or request for assistance from other members of the 
order.  
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MASTERS OF THE ORDER 
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FR. LUKE ALLEN BUBECK, 99° 

 

INTER. SECRETARY 

FR. ENEA KUJTIM GJONAJ, 98° 

 

INTER. ARCHIVIST 

FR. JOHN SCOTT, 98° 
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